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COMMUNICATION TO THE EXAMINER 



SIR: 

Responsive to the Notice of Allowability and Examiner's Amendment dated March 1 1, 
2005 received in the above-identified patent application, Applicant respectfully points out that 
the Examiner's stated that he was amending Claim 2, a canceled claim . As discussed in the 
telephone call of March 2, 2005, the Examiner's Amendment should be to Claim 3 . For the 
convenience of the Examiner, Applicant is providing a copy of the allowed claims, including the 
correct Examiner's Amendment to Claim 3 . No amendments are currently presented. 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2. Remarks begin on page 4. 
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ALLOWED CLAIMS (NO CURRENT AMENDMENTS) 

1. (Previously amended) A compound 8 to 50 nucleobases in length targeted to 
nucleobases 2212 through 2238 of a nucleic acid molecule encoding connective tissue growth 
factor (SEQ ID NO: 19), wherein said compound specifically hybridizes with said nucleic acid 
molecule encoding connective tissue growth factor and inhibits the expression of connective 
tissue growth factor, wherein said compound is an antisense oligonucleotide and wherein said 
antisense oligonucleotide comprises at least one modification selected from the group consisting 
of a modified internucleoside linkage, a modified sugar moiety, and a modified nucleobase. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously amended) An antisense oligonucleotide up to 50 nucleobases in 
length targeted to nucleobases 2212 through 2238 of a nucleic acid molecule encoding 
connective tissue growth factor (SEQ ID NO: 19), wherein said antisense oligonucleotide 
specifically hybridizes with said nucleic acid molecule encoding connective tissue growth factor 
and inhibits the expression of connective tissue growth factor and wherein the antisense 
oligonucleotide has a sequence comprising SEQ ID NO: 47, 48, 63, or 64. 

4. (Previously amended) The compound of claim 1 wherein the antisense 
oligonucleotide comprises at least one modified internucleoside linkage. 

5. (Original) The compound of claim 4 wherein the modified internucleoside 
linkage is a phosphorothioate linkage. 

6. (Previously amended) The compound of claim 1 wherein the antisense 
oligonucleotide comprises at least one modified sugar moiety. 

7. (Original) The compound of claim 6 wherein the modified sugar moiety is a 2- 
O-methoxyethyl sugar moiety. 

8. (Previously amended) The compound of claim 1 wherein the antisense 
oligonucleotide comprises at least one modified nucleobase. 

9. (Original) The compound of claim 8 wherein the modified nucleobase is a 5- 
methylcytosine. 
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10. (Previously amended) An antisense oligonucleotide 8 to 50 nucleobases in 
length targeted to nucleobases 2212 through 2238 of a nucleic acid molecule encoding 
connective tissue growth factor (SEQ ID NO: 19), wherein said antisense oligonucleotide 
specifically hybridizes with said nucleic acid molecule encoding connective tissue growth factor 
and inhibits the expression of connective tissue growth factor and wherein the antisense 
oligonucleotide is a chimeric oligonucleotide. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Original) A composition comprising the compound of claim 1 and a 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent. 

13. (Original) The composition of claim 12 further comprising a colloidal dispersion 

system. 

14-20. (Canceled) 
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CONCLUSION 



As described above, the Examiner's Amendments should be directed to Claim 3, and not 



Claim 2; the allowed claims are as listed above. If the Examiner has any questions concerning 



this Communication, the Examiner is invited to telephone Applicant's representative at (415) 



875-2316. 



Respectfully submitted, 
GAARDE ET AL 



Dated: 




By: 




Susan T. Hubl, Ph.D., Patent Agent 
Reg. No.: 47,668 
Fenwick & West LLP 

Silicon Valley Center, 801 California Street 
Mountain View, CA 94041 
Tel: (415)875-2316 
Fax. (650) 938-5200 
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